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Rotary Club of Alleppey proudly welcomes
Dr K N Raghavan IRS, Chairman & Executive Director, Rubber Board

Dr.K.N. Raghavan, was born in Kochi, Kerala and had his schooling at Rajagiri
High School, Kalamassery. He completed his MBBS from Calicut Medical College in 1988
and joined for post graduate studies in Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at Trivandrum
Medical College. In 1989, he sat for the UPSC Civil Service Exam and joined Indian Revenue
Service (Customs and Central Excise) in 1990. During the course of his career he has served
as Assistant Commissioner of Central Excise at Hosur and Coimbatore (1992-1995), Dy.
Director, Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, Calicut (1995-2000), Managing Director, Kerala Co-operative Rubber
Marketing Federation (Rubbermark) and CEO, Co-operative Medical College, Cochin (2000-2004), Additional
Commissioner of Customs, JNCH, Nhavasheva (2004-2007) and First Secretary (Commerce) in High Commission of
India, Singapore (2007-2011) before returning to Cochin as Additional Commissioner of Central Excise and Service Tax
in 2011. Subsequent to his promotion in June 2012, he worked as Commissioner of Customs at Cochin till February
2017. He served on a deputation to Govt of Kerala as CEO of NORKA ROQOTS till October 2017. He was also hand-
picked by the Govt of India for posting as the Commissioner of GST and Central Excise, Mumbai Central, Mumbai.
Giving a ray of hope to the thousands of Rubber farmers, Dr Raghavan has taken over a month ago as the Chairman
and Executive Director of Rubber Board.

Dr.K.N. Raghavan qualified to the Ranji Trophy panel of accredited umpires of BCCI in 1991 and to the Al
India Panelin 1996. He has umpired one One Day International (India Vs. Bangladesh at Mohaliin 1998) on field and
was third umpire in the India Vs. Australia One Day International match at
Cochin in April, 1998. He was reserve umpire for three more One Day
ernational matches. Besides, he has umpired numerous Ranji Trophy,
Duleep trophy, Deodhar Trophy matches. He retired from the Umpires
panel of BCClinApril, 2013.

The firstbook of Dr.K.N. Raghavan, ‘World Cup Chronicle’ was
published in 1999. Second edition of the said book was published in
2003. His second book ‘Dividing Lines - Contours of India- China
Conflict’ was published in August, 2012. His third book ‘Vanishing
Shangri La- History of Tibet and Dalai Lamas in 20th Century’ was =
publishedin March, 2016. P 5.
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GUEST OF HONOUR Rtn John C Neroth was born on September 28, 1945. He is from the illustrious

Alleppey based business family of Neroth, who are pioneers in the Indian Seafood and
coconut oil industry and are leading exporters of coir, sisal and jute products in India. He
joined Rotary as Charter Vice President of RC Cherthallaiin 1979 and was Presidentin
1980- 81. He became the District Governor in 2013-14. John is married to Rtn. Rossie

John also a Past President of RC Cherthala and past Inner-Wheel President.

Rtn. PDG Major Donor JOHN C NEROTH
]

From Editor’s desk:

It is the dawn of yet another Rotary year and Rtn Cherian will be in the saddle during the year
2019-20. A seasoned Rotarian with tons of experience behind, | am sure Cherian will be able to
lead this illustrious club to greater heights. Let us all wish him all the very best and extend our
whole-hearted Co-operation and support.

Royal Weeks is also celebrating its 71st year of publication without any interruption
from the year one. The saga continues. | think no other club in the district can boast such an
envious record. | am fortunate to be the Editor of Royal Weeks this year and seek all of your support and Co-
operation to maintain the track record. Your feed backs on the content of the issues will provide me inputs for
continualimprovement.

| am trying to make the contents of the bulletin more reader friendly for Anns and Annets too. This
installation special contains inter-alia an interview of DG Rtn Shirish Kesavan and | am sure that it will give you a
vivid picture of activities planned in the new rotary year. More inter-views of Rotary leaders will follow.
Enjoy reading RW.

Rtn PHF M Kumaraswamy Pillai

14 June 2019

Cherian Kuruvilla
Kulakkattil, Old Thirumala
Mullackal PO

Alappuzha 688011 Kerala
INDIA

Dear fellow Rotarian,

| want to congratulate you on your installation to the office of 2019-2020 as club

President of Rotary club of Alleppey. Club officers all have their own roles to play in ensuring their club’s
success, both this year and in the years to come. You have the opportunity to grow Rotary — to grow our
service,to grow the impact of our projects, and, most importantly, to grow our membership so that we can
achieve more. The example you set is essential in motivating your fellow Rotarians. Rotarians like you are the
foundation of everything that Rotary seeks to achieve. Congratulations again on your appointment as 2019-
2020 as club President. | look forward to a year of great accomplishments with your help, as Rotary Connects

Kindestregards,
Ar 4

Mark Daniel Maloney
Rotary International President, 2019-20




Dear President Rtn.Cherian,

| am extremely happy to note that your Club is releasing a special bulletin in connection with the installation
meeting of the new office bearers of your club for the Rotary Year 2019-20.

It was Rotary that brought us together, regardless of our political, communal, religious or any other sectarian
identities and symbols. Through Rotary we have found friendship, made connections and expanded the horizons
of our social and professional life. Thus, it is in the fitness of things that our incoming RI President Mark Daniel
Melony has chosen “Rotary Connects the World” as the Rl theme for the coming Rotary year.

We are on the threshold of entering a new Rotary year. Each new year brings new hopes, new dreams, new goals and new ambitions. |
am sure, you and your team have a lot to contribute to the Club and would lead from the front with energy, focus, passion and
conviction.

As Rotary India is celebrating the centennial year in 2020, so many challenges lie ahead for each club. On the membership
front, our District target is to achieve a membership strength of 6,500, thereby becoming the largest Rotary District in the Indian sub-
continent. If each club increases its membership strength by 15 without any attrition, the above membership target is quite achievable.

We have to support TRF, the back bone of Rotary, to move the movement forward. Our district has set TRF contribution goal
at 10 Lakh USD. Our District Project is REACH (Rotary Empowered Action for Cleanliness and Hygiene), a very ambitious project to
make our environment more pure and clean.

Like every other organization, Rotary is also changing on a daily basis. Therefore, we cannot afford to remain static. We
have to move with the changing times without compromising our core ideals of service, friendship and fellowship.

But, as the saying goes “The proof of the pudding is in the eating”. At the end of the year, you should be able to feel that you
have lived up to the expectations and responsibilities of your new office and provided a memorable and fruitful Rotary year to your
members and to the District, thereby, bringing glory to the movement and fame to your club.

[ wish the very best to you and your Club for the coming Rotary year. May you and your team be able to walk tall, proud to be
aRotarian and, grateful for the opportunity and privilege to serve as the leaders of your club.

Yours in Rotary Service
Shirish Kesavan
District Governor 2019-20

Dear Rtn. Cherian,
Hearty Congratulations in being installed as the 71st President of RC Alleppey.

Ask any Rotarian what led them to Rotary, and you will usually get different answers. No
matter the path they took to Rotary , we will have one thing to common: the belief in putting
Service Above Self. To address many issues related to community, Rotary need leaders who #
will help Rotary Connects the World with respect, and better serve all of the members of our
community.

Let us keep the spirit of team work and co-operation always in our mind to take forward Rotary
movement.

Wish you and your team a very purposeful and successful Rotary year 2019-20
Sincerely yours,

Adv.V.Deepak
Assistant Governor.




Dear Rotarian Sisters & Brothers,

| just returned from Europe couple of days back after a months trip during which | also
attended the Rotary International convention held in the beautiful city of Hamburg in
Germany. It was a well organized and well conducted successful convention organized by
the best German efficient Rotarians

The three day programmes were excellent with outstanding speakers, plenary sessions
and enjoyable entertainment programmes.

I met few Rotarians and Anns from our neighboring clubs and districts. Next
international convention is going to be held in Hawai — USA and my earnest wish is that a
few of you would make a sincere efforts to attend it. Attending the Rotary International convention is an
experience by itself and it gives you the opportunity to make new friends and to renew old friendships.

Revi was the District Governor during 1976/77 and ever since | have been attending Rotary
International conventions —around forty so far. Needles to say “Rotary connects the world” !!!

Yours in Rotary

Betty Karan

Dearfriends in Rotary,

My introduction to Rotary came when my good old friend (late) Rin. T. S. Sreedharan
of Alleppey East invited me to attend a few meetings of his Club. Later our Past President
Rtn. V. T. Antony invited me to be a member of Rotary Club of Alleppey way back in 1998.

It took a few years for me to realize the magnitude of the opportunities available to
those fortunate persons who call themselves "Rotarians." | began to realize that Rotary is
so very much more than just a fellowship club! | came up with my own definition of Rotary:

"FRIENDS WORKING TOGETHERAROUND THE WORLD”

FRIENDS . .. because all we do and are, begins with friendship. Friendship which transcends all real
and imagined boundaries, drawing us together regardless of race, color, creed, or gender.

WORKING. . . because the Avenues of Service are just that . . . Avenues of SERVICE, providing myriad
opportunities to enrich and extend the lives of countless thousands . . . including ourselves!

TOGETHER . .. because I've experienced a strong bond that brings Rotarians together in a synergy
unlike any other.

AROUND THE WORLD ... the true internationalism of Rotary grows more exciting every day! Thanks
to The Rotary Foundation, World Community Service, Youth Exchange and multiple Fellowships, doors are
opened and now the whole world is just a telephone call or an email or Whatsup message away from us.

Finally, Rotary is not a destination, it's a DIRECTION! Not a place at which we arrive, but a launching
pad to a more useful life!

caE——

Meet Rtn.John Kurian, the new Secretary

Hailing from Koloth Vizhalil Family, John spent around 34 years in Dubai
military service. He is married to Elsamma John who is a home maker. The
couple is blessed with two daughters, both married and settled.Elder one
Sumi a teacher by profession is married to Rev Fr Nijo Pulikkottil, Vicar in
Mannarcad Church. They have a daughter Ria, an eighth standard student.
Younger daughter Sunu is married to Christy K Thomas, Sr Executive,

Muthoot Bank, Chenganoor.
Most affable and 24x7 alert John will be a strong support to Cherian as Secretary.




I believe in the adage’failing to plan is planning to fail”
- says DGE Shirish Kesavan

(Following is the excerpts of the interview Rtn M Kumaraswamy Pillai, Editor-RW had with DGE Rtn Shirish
Kesavan, on the sidelines of Grant Management Seminar held at the Carmel College of Engineering,
Punnapra. Royal Weeks profusely thank the DGE for opening up his mind on the priorities as the DG 3211.
Enjoy reading)

RW: 1.Greetings from RC, Alleppey.

Hope you are poised for taking over as the DG of the Rl district 3211 in a week’s time and would have done
sufficient home work to discharge the duties of the DG-2019-20.

SK: In Rotary, preparation and planning are very, very important, which is precisely the reason why the
District Governors are elected before a minimum of two years. | believe in the adage “failing to plan is
planning to fail”. | have done my home work to the best of my abilities to take over the reins of our District.
RW2. The PETS organised for the President Elect and Secretary Elect at Grand Hyatt, Kochi this year was
a totally different one for its ambience of the venue, sumptuous food and beverages etc,. Apart from that
how do you rate the “Vaikhari” as a training programme for the President and Secretary elects?

SK: For every training program, according to me, 3 aspects are important — Cerebral, Gastronomical and
pulmonary. Cerebral relates to the intellectual content, Gastronomical means the food and beverages and,
pulmonary aspect points to the warmth and cordiality with which the participants are welcomed into the
program. In allthe above aspects, “Vaikhari” was unparalleled in the annals of our District.

We had no less a Rotary leader than PRID Shekar Mehtha, who is a towering and charismatic Rotary
leader, an Orator Par Excellence, a Business Mogul and much more, all rolled into one, as our Chief Guest
and main speaker of the inaugural session, who had enlightened us on the Rl theme “Rotary Connects the
World.” We had Rtn. Jorson Fernandez, PDG and ARFC, whois an ENT Surgeon by profession and a much
sort after Trainer, as our in-house Guest Trainer. Apart from our PDGs, Orators like Venugopal C. Govind,
Debasish Mishra and many others had led various training sessions. Playback Singers like Afsal, Akhila
Entertained the participants. Therefore, | rate “Vaikhari” as a superb training program.

RW3 Last year we witnessed an unprecedented super floods in Kerala which was the worst ever happened
in the past 100 years. The five revenue districts covered by our district 3211 were the worst hit areas. It was
heartening to note that Rotarians all over the district took active part in the relief and rehabilitation
programmes. In some areas the activities still continue. Do you have any plans to continue the rebuilding
activities as a continuing project by joining with the Govt. of Kerala and other agencies?

SK: In terms of magnitude and intensity, the last year’s flood was unprecedented in the chronicled history of
our State. During the devastating flood, Rotarians of our District along with others had swung straight away
into action, and the selfless service of Rotary caught the attention of the entire state of Kerala and also the
national media, thereby increasing the image, prestige and appeal of Rotary manifold. The affected people
are yet to recover fully. We have to continue, to the extent possible, the rebuilding activities, on our own as
well as by joining other agencies.

RW 4: | profusely congratulate you for taking up the Waste Management as the district project in 2019-20
and coining a beautiful name REACH(Rotary Effective Action for Cleanliness and Hygiene). What | feel is
that we have more role in creating awareness in schools and colleges about the need for maintaining
cleanliness and hygiene. We can also think of dovetailing from the schemes like “Swatch Bharat Abhiyan”
of Govt. of India. Comment.

SK: REACH is the acronym for Rotary Empowered Action for Cleanliness and Hygiene. If you go through
the project details, which is already in the public domain among Rotarians, you will find that creating
awareness among the public, including school and college students is one of the thrust areas of REACH

Program. Unless we build a foundation in the mind of the public regarding the need for waste management
and green protocol, no amount of effort will persuade them to engage in waste reduction and waste
management activities. We have just one year ahead and, as our Government projects are usually delayed
due to ‘red tapism’, adhocism and such other procedural hassles, which are time consuming, we have to
use extra energy and initiative to implement the projects in a time bound manner . We have already initiated
discussions with Haritha Keralam, Suchithwa Mission and other Government agencies, both State and
Central, who will help us in advancing our REACH program. Our sole aim is to do as much as possible in
furtherance of REACH and in reaching that goal, we will not consider anyone as untouchable.

RW 5:What are your plans for membership Development and whatis your target for the year?

SK: Globally as well as in Districts, improving membership is one of the thrust areas of Rotary. In our
District, our target is to achieve a membership strength of 6,500, thereby becoming the largest Rotary
District in the Indian sub-continent. Revenue District wise, as per the last census, which was in 2011, the
population, roughly, is as follows:-




Trivandrum : 33 lakhs, Kollam : 26.4 lakhs, Alleppey : 21.2 lakhs, Pathanamthitta : 12 lakhs, Kottayam :
19.79 lakhs Total : 112.39 lakhs

Now, the population in the above five Districts must have reached a minimum of 125 lakhs. But the
membership strength of Rotary still hovers around a paltry 4500. Even after making allowance for quality
and filtering, the proportion is abysmally low. If each club increases its membership strength by 15 on an
aggregate and also succeed in preventing attrition, the above membership target is within our reach.

RW 6: Left to myself, more than Membership Development, retention of members is utmostimportant. How
do you react and do you have any plans for retention?SK: Insisting on weekly Rotary meetings, events
intended to increase the involvement of Anns and Annets, including programs in meetings and seminars
which have contemporary relevance and reducing the expenses are some of the plans | am contemplating
forretention.

RW 7:0f late there is general feeling of the Rotarians participating in the district seminars that proper care is
not taken in selecting the speakers and also allotting sufficient time to the speakers. Do you plan to make
the seminars different?

SK: We are planning to reduce the number of speakers, insisting on quality speakers and provide adequate
time to them to present their views and insights. We are also going to avoid crammed and hectic program
schedules and make seminars more leisurely and enjoyable. Plans are also on the anvil to give the
participants of seminars value for their time and money.

RW 8: What are the other avenues of service you would like to focus?

SK: Apart from District project and other continuing projects, | would like to focus on areas like palliative
care, WinS, Happy Schools, Annadhanam, Asha Kiran, Inter-club projects and programs within the Rotary
Districts and between Rotary Districts, Inter-Districts Rotarians Exchange Programs etc.

RW 9: Wish you all the best for a successful Rotary Year 2019-20. Please share your message for the
readers of Royal Weeks SK: Enjoy Rotary, develop a mind set to share your time, resources and other gifts
to others also, especially those who are less fortunate than us

Know your President

Rtn.K. Cherian, s/o Late P. C. Kuruvilla and Smt. Annamma
Kuruvilla was born on March 4th 1955 at Thiruvalla. He had his
education at TD High School, Alleppey, S. D. College, Alleppey and
CMS College Kottayam.Secured Degree in Botany and Joined
Indian Bank in 1976. Worked in Mumbai, Coimbatore and different
branches in Kerala.Service of 38 years in the Bank includes Branch
Manager of different branches of the Bank for a period of around 25
years. Cherian was in charge of Information System Audit of Bank
and conducted IS audits in several branches. Served as Chief
Manager at Bank’s Zonal Inspectorate in Coimbatore which had
jurisdiction in entire Kerala and part of Tamil Nadu. Retired as a Chief
Manager from Kollam branch of Indian Bank. Even after his
retirement, in pursuit of excellence in higher education and preparing
himself to take up the challenges as President of RC, Alleppey,
Cherian joined MA Psychology course and presently doing his
second year. Cherian Kulakkattil joined
Rotary in the year 1998 at Alleppey Rotary Club and had served as
Treasurer in the team of PP. VT. Antony. Later had to terminate the
membership due to his official transfer to outside Kerala. The
membership was later revived at Rotary Club of Chengannur, where
also he had the opportunity to serve as Treasurer.

Laterin the year 2014-15 his membership was transferred to Alleppey during the Presidentship of Rtn. P.O.
Thomas and served as Secretary of the Club during second half of 2014-15. Also served as Secretary of the
Club for a full term during 2017-18 in the Presidentship of PP. Rtn. M. Kumaraswamy Pillai.
Married to Shylamma Cherian who is a retiree from State Bank of India as a Chief Associate Personnel. The
Cherians are blessed with two daughters. Elder one Pearl is married to Benny, a businessman. Have a
grand son Aaron a kindergarten student. Second daughter Meryl is a final year MBBS student at MOSC
Medical college, Kolencherry.

A meticulous planner who believes in team effort, Cherian is fully geared up to take up the position
of President, RC Alleppey.

RW wish him a successful Rotary year 2019-20.
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District Project-REACH - Rtn. PHF Thomaskutty Joseph
FIRE - Rtn. PHF T.S. Suijith

LN 4 Hand - Cont.. Project - Rtn. PHF R.N. Ajithkumar
District Project - WinS - Rtn. PHF Shyam Kurup
District Project - REAP - Rtn. MPHF NAM Kunju
District Project - RISS - Rtn. PHF V.J. Francis
Asst. Governor - Rtn. PHF V. Deepak

Club Historian - Rtn. MPHF Tomi Eapen

HAPPY BIRTHDAY dear Rotarians ANNES & AnNETS
04Rtn. Meera Subramaniyam -

05 Rtn. P.O.Thomas

07 Rtn. R.Unnikrishnan
10 Rtn. Anil Kumar |
:ﬁ;.-sldu \W‘y

11 Rtn. Boney Mani

04 Richu, s/o Moncy Varghese

06 Sairah, d/o Moh.Shafeeq

06 Kannan, s/o Dr.Parameswaran
12 Devan Madhavan, s/o Deepak V
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05 Rtn. K.Cherian & Shylamms
05 Rtn. Rajive N & Sujatha

11 Rtn. Moh.Shafeeq & Sebi

13 Rtn. Dr.Arun Babu & Yamuna
14 Rtn. Ashok Venugopal & Suma
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Fire LN 4 Hand - Cont.. Project
Rtn. PHF T.S. Sujith Rtn. PHF R.N. Ajithkumar

District Project - Wins
Rtn. PHF Shyam Kurup

Asst. Governor
Rtn. PHF V. Depak

District Project - Reap
Rtn. MPHF NAM Kunju

District Project - RISS
Rtn.PHF V.J. Francis

THE FOUR WAY TEST

of the things we think, say or do
Is it the truth ?
Is it fair to all concerned ?
Will it build goodwill and better friendship ?
Will it be beneficial to all concerned ?

Club Historian
Rtn. MPHF Tomy Eapen Next Meeting on 10th July 2019 7.30 pm

Host: Rtn. Vidhukumar
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Kerala State, South India,
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